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Newspaper Clips 
  November 7, 2013 

Two Day Conference of Directors of National Institutes of Technology to 

begin tomorrow  
Report by India Education bureau, New Delhi: President Pranab Mukherjee will host a two day Conference of 
Directors of National Institutes of Technology (NITs) at Rashtrapati Bhavan beginning tomorrow.  
 
The President of India is visitor to every Institute under the NITSER Act 2007. This is for the first time that a 
Conference of Directors of National Institutes of Technology (NITs) is being convened by the President. 30 Directors 
of NITs will participate in the Conference. There are approximately 72,000 students pursuing various courses in 30 
NITs.  
 
The President, Prime Minister and Minister of Human Resource Development will address the Conference on the 
first day. There will also be presentations by Chairman of National Innovation Council, by Prof. S.V. Raghavan, 
Chairman of Technical Advisory Committee, by National Knowledge Network, by Secretary, MHRD, by Chairman of 
NIT Review Committee, by National Skill Development Agency and by National Innovation Foundation.  
 
The agenda of the Conference includes steps required to improve the quality of technical education and faculty 
development in NITs to bring it at par with the top technical institutions of the world, steps needed to create inter-
linkages of NITs with the industry, steps required to use National Knowledge Network effectively in the NITs and 
suggestions to improve the Visitor-NIT interface within the existing statutory framework of each NIT.  

 

Deccan Herald 

Seemandhra sops help govt to woo Pallam Raju 

NEW DELHI: Nov 6, 2013 DHNS 

After a month-long absence, a sulking Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister M M Pallam Raju on 

Wednesday appeared at an official event here, with the government planning to announce setting up of an IIT, 

an IIM and a central varsity in Seemandhra as sops to assuage sentiments against the creation of the separate 

state of Telangana. 

 

“I am going through a very different way of working myself. In reality, I have quit being a minister. I have 

submitted my resignation to the Prime Minister (Manmohan Singh), which he has not accepted yet. It's been 

over a month. So, I have found a new way of working. I work out of home now, have flexible timings,” he said 

at an Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) workshop. 

 

He was accompanied by senior officials of the HRD ministry, including Higher Education Secretary Ashok 

Thakur. 

He said though he had left the policy issues to ministry’s secretary, he was taking care of important files. “I 

address the seminars I feel are productive for me. So I have that luxury of having resigned and not yet out of the 

job,” he maintained. 

 

Although the minister attended the event, he did not go to his office. Sources said he may also attend a 

conference of the directors of the National Institutes of Technology (NITs), to be chaired by President Pranab 

Mukherjee, on Thursday.  
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Raju, an MP from the Kakinada constituency in Andhra Pradesh, has been keeping himself away from his office 

and all official meetings, as well as programmes of the ministry, ever since he tendered his resignation in protest 

against the Union Cabinet’s decision last month to bifurcate Andhra Pradesh. 

 

On Tuesday, the HRD ministry endorsed a proposal for setting up of an IIT, IIM and three central universities 

among other higher-education institutes for Seemandhra at an estimated cost of Rs6,000-7,000 crore. 

Pallam Raju and Tharoor to address FICCI Education Summit 

New Delhi, Wed, 06 Nov 2013 NI Wire  

Education Summit 2013 is being organised on November 13-14 in New Delhi. Planning Commission and the 

Ministry of Human Resource Development are supporting this international convention of higher education. 

Keeping in view the enhanced role of international, national, regional and local networks on research, 

curriculum and skills etc., the conference is enabling universities and higher education institutions to remain 

relevant and attain excellence. The Theme of the summit this year is ?Building Networks for Transforming 

Indian Higher Education- ?Enabling to Deliver Value?. 

Pallam Raju, Union Minister of HRD and Shashi Tharoor,Minister of State, HRD are slated to address the 

inaugural session of the conference on November 13th. Jay Panda, Member, Lok Sabha and Shri Oscar 

Fernandez, Union Minister for Transport, Road and Highways are also joining to address the sessions. 

Among the dignitaries from overseas, Dr Mamdouh Shoukri, President and Vice-Chancellor, York University, 

Prof Glyn Davis, Vice Chancellor, University of Melbourne and Dr Mary Sue Coleman, President, University 

of Michigan, USA shall be attending the Summit. 

This year, Australia India Institute (AII) and Shastri Indo Canadian Institute (SICI) are partner organisations 

and large contingent of delegates from Australia and Canada are expected to participate in the Summit. 

FICCI President, Ms Naina Lal Kidwai, FICCI Higher Education Chair, Mr Mohandas Pai and Co-chairs, Dr. 

Rajan Saxena and Avinash Vashishtha would be leading the discussions at the Summit along with leaders from 

the sectors and seniors officials from the government. 
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